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_KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------~

97-860

Washington, D.

August 25, 1982

VETERANS LEGISLATION I SUPPORT.

As one who served in two branches of the armed

services, your Congressman is one who is very concerned about the needs of veterans
and veterans organizations.
Recently I cosponsored bills recognizing the Catholic War veterans and also the
American Ex-Prisoners of War.

I am glad to report that the American Ex-Prisoners of

War are now officially recognized and I anticipate that the Catholic War Veterans
will be accorded the same status shortly,
1935 and has a membership of about 35,000.

The Cathol.ic War Veterans was founded in
Besides volunteering in Veterans Admini-

stration hospitals, Catholic War Veterans are involved in community activities and
I am pleased to see that their activities will now receive national recognition.
I am also cosponsoring the Veterans Organizations Tax Reform Act which would
recognize the important relationship veterans organizations have with the federal
government in advocating specific kinds of veterans programs and benefits.
The biU is being introduced as a result of a court opinion which places the

tax exempt status of veterans organizations in jeopardy.

I fully support a tax

exempt status for veterans groups.
In addition, I support a bill that would provide COpyright exemptions to certain
veterans and fraternal organizations already classified as nonprofit under the
Internal Revenue Code.
Groups such as the American Legion, the Moose, the Elks, and the Knights of
Columbus often perform copyright musical and other literary works in the course of
their charitabl.e fund raising activities.

The income .earned from these activities

,;ces to worthwhile causes, but under the. 1976 Copyright Act these organizations are
r.equired to pay annual copyright fees. that can be

Very

costly.

The l\merican Legion,· for example, is required to pay $2 million annually for
t!1e use of these works·, when the Legion cioes so IllUch for veterans and their families
?nd also subsidizes those bulwarks of ADlericaniSlll;---our scout troops and baseball
teams.

H.R. 2007 wou-ld make exceptions in the copyright code for groups such as

these as long as activities are not for commercial advantage.
Last, but certainly not least, I have cosponsored a resolution to erect a
national memorial to honor members of the Armed Forces who served in Korea.

A

"€morial is pla.nn.ed for Vietnam veterans but as yet there has been no action on a
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...c-:G(.:idl to those who served in this earlier war.

A memorial is not only a

Washington tourist attraction --- it shows that we care and it commemorates a part
of our history we should

~ot

forget.

*
A VITAL SERVICE.

*

Because I think electric and telephone cooperatives provide a

vital service to rural areas in places such as South Texas, I suuport legislation
that would exempt cooperatives from the requirement to pay for the right to extend
lines across federally owned public lands.
Under a 1976 law, the federal government is supposed to receive "fair market
value" for the use of public lands and their resources.

Regulations now require an

initial installation fee and an annual rental fee.
Because of their congressional mandate and the public origin and·membership of
cooperatives I feel they should be exempted from this requirement. The major overhead
to cooperatives is the long powerlines they must lay and this cost of course is
n~c~ed

on to rural consumers.

It isn't fair to place cooperatives at an additional

!Cute disadvantage to their private counterparts.

*

*

*

\~a:i.'!'E

HOUSE FELLOWS.

Each year highly motivated and intelligent citizens in the

~arly

stages of their careers are selected for White House Fellowships.

During a one year assignment in Washington, Fellows serve as special assistants
to Cabinet Secretaries or senior members of the White House staff.

Fellows also

participate in an extensive education program including seminars with top government officials, leading scholars, journalists and private sector leaders.
While the fellowship application does not spell out basic education and professional requirements, nearly all Fellows have college degrees and many have professional or graduate training.

In the past fellowships have gone to doctors, lawyers,

engineers and military officers to name a few professions.
Application forms, due by December 1, and additional information can be obtained from the President's Conunission on White House Fellowships, 712 Jackson
?lace, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20503.

*

*

*

\7ISITORS FROM HOME this week were Dr. and Mrs. Narciso Cortez and family and Mr.
and ~lrs. Harry Holzman and family, all of Brownsville: and Dr. and Mrs. Ruben
Gallegos and family from Ediriliurg.

*

*

*
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